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MR. CUNDARI: Today's date is December 28, 
2001. The time is 10:28 in the morning. I'm George 
Cundari of the New York City Fire Department. I am 
conducting an interview with the following individual: 

Q. Please state your name, rank, title and 
assigned command. 

A. My name is Spiro Yioras, rank is Lieutenant, 
command is Battalion 49, Division 4. 

Q. Lieutenant, can you please tell us the events 
regarding that tragic day of September 11th? 

A. On that day I was taken out of my battalion 
and redeployed to Battalion 46 for the tour due to no 
coverage over there. Initially, I was out on patrol 
when I heard a call come over the radio that there was 
a fire at the World Trade Center. Trying to find out 
more information, I got a message from Captain DeShore 
from Battalion 46 to come back to the station because 
we might be responding down there. As I responded back 
to the station at Battalion 46, we were watching the TV 
news, watching what was going on, and we saw the second 
plane hit the tower. Immediately we locked up the 
offices and we went right down to the Trade Center. 

When we first got down there, we stationed on 


the corner of West Street and Vesey. 
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Q. How did you get there? What route did you 
take? 

A. We took the 59th Street bridge over, down 
Second Avenue, and when we got down to like the 20s, we 
crossed over to the west side and we went straight down 
to the Trade Center. 

Upon arriving on the scene, we met up with I 
believe Captain Wells from ERS. He was there. He was 
in charge of the scene and he gave us all assignments. 
I was assigned to staging. While I was doing staging, 
someone else appeared on the scene. I think it was 
Conditions 8. He already had started staging before I 
got there. Since he had everything under control, I 
went back to find Captain Wells and Captain DeShore and 
see what else they wanted me to do, how I was to be 
utilized. 

Upon going back to the corner of West and 
Vesey, I don't know how long I was on the scene, it 
must have been like about maybe 20 minutes, 30 minutes, 
before the first tower collapsed. I just heard a 
rumbling noise and looked up and I saw parts of the 
building coming down and I just started running uptown 
on West Street. 


Q. Prior to that collapse, did you see people, 
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injuries coming towards you; were there a lot of 
people? 

A. There were injuries there. There were people 
being loaded into the back of ambulances. I saw some 
of the people from Battalion 49 like Lillo, Abrille. 
They were working 49 Victor. I saw EMTs Paul Adams and 
Mous Diaz. They were working 45 Adam. But once that 
started happening, we all started running and I lost 
track of them. 

I got caught up in the smoke and all the dust 
from the building coming down, and as soon as the dust 
and smoke cleared away, I went back to look for 
personnel because I remembered where they had their 
ambulances parked and basically it was in the area of 
the collapse. As I was searching for the crews, Lillo, 
Abrille, Diaz and Adams, I was also searching for 
Lieutenants Scaringello, Captain DeShore, for Captain 
Wells also and anybody else that I could find. 

Walking down on West Street, I passed this 
overpass, this white overpass that connected from the 
Trade Center to across the street. I believe it had to 
be connected to the American Express building. As I 
went inside, through all the rubble, where all the 


ambulances and all the fire trucks were, I saw body 
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parts all over the place. I only found one person 
alive in the whole thing. It was a black female, who I 
believe worked for a private ambulance. I'm not sure 
if it was Metro Care or something like that. She had a 
broken leg. 

I yelled to some firemen that were standing 
by I believe it must have been 1 World Trade Center 
because No. 2 fell first, right? Yes. I had told 
them, you Know, if they could come and help me with 
this female over here that had a broken leg, but they 
had injuries that they were taking care of also. Then 
a couple of minutes later, about five, six people 
showed up. I think some were civilians and I think one 
or two people were off-duty EMS personnel. I really 
don't know their names, but they were wearing IDs. 

We grabbed a stair chair out of one of the 
damaged ambulances that were there. I believe it was a 
New York Hospital ambulance. We took a stair chair. 

We carried her across the rubble and I believe it was 
to the American Express building, underneath that 
overpass that connects to it. 

As soon as we got underneath the overpass, 
the second tower collapsed. A lot of it fell close to 


the building and hit me. A couple of things hit me. I 
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don't know exactly what hit me. I believe it was some 
bricks or wood. I really don't know. I couldn't tell 
you. But it hurt. It hurt. 

We got stuck inside the American Express 
building. We couldn't get out of there. We couldn't 
find no way. We couldn't see anything. We couldn't 
breathe. I mean, I thought I was going to buy it. I 
really thought I was going to die in there. 

Q. Were you with other crew members, with the 
patient, that girl? 

A. With the patient and the people that helped 
me take the patient out of there. We were all stuck in 
that building. I can't tell you how long we were in 
there. It must have been about 15, 30 minutes. I'm 
just taking a wild guess. I'm saying anywhere from 15 
to 30 minutes before firemen came in and took us out 
the back way of the building. Initially, when we tried 
to get out, all the doors were blocked from debris. We 
couldn't break any of the glass doors because they were 
so thick. I even tried breaking one of the glass doors 
with an oxygen tank and it wouldn't even break. 

But finally, it seemed, like I said, 15 to 30 
minutes before we got out with the firemen, and the 


only reason they came in and got us out was because 
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they saw us go into the building after the second 
collapse. I should say before the second collapse they 
saw us go into the building. 

Basically, they took me to the treatment 
center and gave me a little bit of oxygen, but then I 
went right back out there. I went back out there 
looking for my guys and everything else. I found a 
couple of them. I couldn't find Lillo. Abrille, I 
couldn't find him either, but I had heard word that he 
was safe; he might have been injured but he was safe. 
He was down in Battery Park, I believe. One of the 
other crews from 45 Adam, I found Mr. Adams roaming 
around and he was looking for his partner, Mr. Diaz. 
But we later found out that Mr. Diaz was in the 
hospital being treated for a head injury, a minor head 
injury. 

Basically, for the rest of the day we were 
just looking for crew members, firemen. We were 
looking for any patients or anybody that we could find, 
and basically that was it. 

Q. Were your radios working at that time? 
A. The radio was working. That's another thing 
I have to say. Initially, when I found that patient 


after the first collapse, I had called on the radio to 
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the command center to see if they could send me 
somebody over to help me with the patient, and they had 
said something like, "We have a lot of patients out 
here and we're trying to deal with it. See if you 
could deal with it by yourself inside over there where 
you are." After that, luckily, the other people came 
by and they helped me. But otherwise, most of the time 
I didn't hear anything on the radio except for that one 
little conversation that I had. 

Q. In the parking garage, you didn't see any 
Chiefs or anyone higher than what you were? 

A. You know, they might have been. 

Q. You couldn't see anything? 

A. But I really couldn't see who it was. I know 
I saw the Chiefs with the white hats, they were out 
there and everything else, but I just couldn't tell you 
who it was. I really couldn't name them. I know after 
the second collapse I saw Chief McCracken, Chief 
Villani, and they were all heading down towards Battery 
Park to regroup, and that was like after the second 
collapse. 

Q. Basically, after the collapse, you really 
found no patients? 


A. No patients, nobody alive. They wouldn't let 
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us go back into the scene. They cordoned it off 
because they wanted to keep as many people out because 
they didn't know what else was going to happen, and 
they also said that some of the other buildings might 
not be safe also. So, basically, we tried to see if 
there were any patients or anybody coming up to us. 
But by then everybody had either been dispersed or been 
taken over to the treatment center at Stuyvesant High 
School, I think it was. Basically that was it. 

MR. CUNDARI: Lieutenant, I'd like to thank 
you for taking your time and conducting this 
interview. This concludes the interview. The time now 


is 10:40. 


